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Introduction 
 
The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, Teaching, 
Assessment, abbreviated as CEFR, is a guideline used to describe achievements of learners 
of foreign languages across Europe and, increasingly, in other countries (for example, 
Colombia and the Philippines).  The six reference levels are widely accepted as the 
European standard for grading an individual's language proficiency.  
 
 

Background 
 
The Common European Framework has been in use since 2001 as the European standard.  
It regards language users as social agents who develop general and particular 
communicative competences while trying to achieve their everyday goals. 
 
The CEFR describes what a learner is supposed to be able to do with regard to reading, 
listening, speaking, and writing at each level. It divides learners into three broad divisions 
that can be divided into six levels, A1 through C2.  
 
The Alo7 English language learning curriculum correlates to levels A and B of the CEFR: 
 
A Basic User 

 A1 Breakthrough or beginner 

 A2 Waystage or elementary 

B Independent User 

 B1 Threshold or intermediate 

 B2 Vantage or upper intermediate  



 

 

Alo7 Design Principles 
 
The Alo7 English language learning (ELL) curriculum was developed by a team of 
international language learning professionals, including experts form the US, the UK, and 
China.  The content was designed specifically for Chinese children learning English in 
Private Language Institutes, while still attending Chinese public schools.  The Alo7 ELL 
curriculum was designed to help students master the content they need to be successful in 
local public schools and simultaneously focus on the content and skills children need to be 
successful within the CEFR. 
 
 

Main Points 
 
The Alo7 ELL curriculum covers: 
 
• 92% of levels A-B Topic Areas 

• 100% of levels A-B Vocabulary 

• 96% of CEFR-correlated (UK) Phonics 

• 94% of level A Grammar  

• 78% of level B Grammar  



 

 

Topic Areas 
 
CEFR defines 10 topics related to everyday goals. The Alo7 ELL curriculum covers 92% of 
these topics. 
  

Arts!

Education!
Technical 
Language!

Family Life!

Hobbies and 
Pastimes!

Holidays!

Leisure Activities!

Media and Film!

News and 
Lifestyles!

Scientific 
Development!

Shopping!

Work and Jobs!



 

 

Vocabulary  
 
CEFR defines 12 vocabulary areas which learners must become familiar with. The Alo7 ELL 
curriculum covers 100% of these topics, with a focus on practical speaking skills. 
 

0! 5! 10! 15! 20! 25! 30! 35! 40! 45!

Nationalities and Countries!

Personal Information!

Food and Drink!

Things In Town, Shops, and Shopping!

Verbs, Basic!

Clothes!

Colors!

Dimensions!

Ways Of Travelling!

Food and Drink!

Things In The Town, Shops, and Shopping!

Travel and Services Vocabulary!

Objects and Rooms!

Adjectives: Personality, Description, Feelings!

Travel and Services Vocabulary!

Contrasting Opinions(On The One Hand...)!

Summarizing Exponents(Briefly, All In All...)!

Collocation!

Colloquial Language!

# of Classes Containing this Content!



 

 

Phonics 
 
The United Kingdom’s phonics is standard is accepted as the European norm for English 
phonics and meets CE standards. The Alo7 ELL curriculum covers 96% of this standard.  

0! 5! 10! 15! 20!

/f/!

/g/!

/h/!

/j/!

/l/!

/m/!

/n/!

/p/!

/q/!

/r/!

/s/!

/t/!

/v/!

/w/!

/kz/!

/y/!

/z/!

/sh/!

/ch/!

/th/!

/th/!

/wh/!

/nk/!

/ng/!

/a/!

/e/!

/i/!

/o/!

# of Classes Containing this Content!
0! 2! 4! 6! 8! 10! 12!

/u/!

/ai/!

/ee/!

/igh/!

/oa/!

/oo/!

/oo/!

/ar/!

/or/!

/ur/!

/ow/!

/oi/!

/air/!

/ear/!

r blend!

l blend!

s blend!

t blend!

d blend!

triple blend!

silent w!

silent k!

silent h!

silent gh!

/G/!

tion,sion!

/ul/!

/ol/!



 

 

Grammar 
 
CEFR sets 91 grammar points that must be mastered in level A.  The Alo7 ELL curriculum 
gives learners intensive spoken practice in 94% of this standard. 
 

 
 
CEFR sets 101 grammar points that must be mastered in level B.  The Alo7 ELL language 
curriculum gives learners oral and written practice 78% of this standard. 

0! 10! 20! 30! 40! 50! 60! 70! 80! 90! 100!

CEFR Level A1!

CEFR Level A2!

Percentage of CEFR A-Level Grammar Topics in Alo7 ELL Curriculum!

0! 10! 20! 30! 40! 50! 60! 70! 80! 90! 100!

CEFR Level B1!

CEFR Level B2!

Percentage of CEFR B-Level Grammar Topics in Alo7 ELL Curriculum!


